HOKEY POKEY

“Spring Break” is a time for fun, and
our response to that was to take a group
of kids to Charlie Schulz's Snoopy'’s Ice
Arena. | greatly enjoyed the “atmosphere”
of the group not only during the skating
time, but also to and from the event. | was
pleasantly amused at the constant talking,
laughing and singing throughout the jour-
ney. It got me to thinking.

The varied ice-skating skills of our kids
became readily apparent. Some held the
rail for most of the time
while others skated
around effortlessly and
even tried to skate
backwards at my en-
couragement Fun
ruled the day.

At the end of the
session, the announcer
asked all to come to the
center of the rink to do
the Hokey-Pokey. You
know the drill..."you put
your left foot in, you
put your left foot out...
you do the hokey-pokey and you turn
yourself around... that's what its all about”.
It was most interesting to watch our kids
actively involved, trying to avoid falling,
but not being afraid to fall if that was their
destiny for the day. Old and young doing
this silly childhood song, no pressure to be
“cool”, or to even be good at any of this...
Jjust laughter and an abandoned sense of
freedom to have fun. | have never been
prouder.

In my church youth group we have
spent several weeks discussing adoles-
cence and its ever-increasing time frame.
In summary, it is now taking 15+ years for
kids to learn the answers to basic ques-
tions of adolescence that earlier genera-
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tions once answered in a much shorter pe-
riod. Hopefully, as responsible adults, we
can tune into these questions, learn the rea-
sons why it is taking longer, and most impor-
tantly acknowledge that things are vastly
different now. We can’t continue to "grow

provide great rewards. Who knows, if
we all did this, perhaps the adolescent
time frame might begin to head the
other direction as the questions be-
come answered sooner.

kids" the way we were grown, good or bad. - —
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A most outstanding and inspiring service project came from
Pacific Union College Elementary School's, Lauren Madrigal,
who spearheaded the Plumpy Nut Project to raise funds to save
lives in Africa with Peanut Butter with the help of fellow peers,
Katie Begerow, Stefaan Dick, lan Johnson, and Joshua Penners.

The plan was to raise $2,265 to pay for needed supplies for
an enriched peanut-based paste, Plumpy Nut, developed for
famine relief in 1999. Their project would feed 151 severely mal-
nourished children in Malawi which currently has a 23 percent
mortality rate for children under 5.

Madrigal, who learned of Plumpy Nut on 60 minutes, said
that the paste has a 90-95 percent success rate. As a result, she
ventured on a quest of intervention, and decided to invite fellow
students and teachers to join her

Madrigal’s passion was further driven by remarks in Presi-
dent Obama’s inauguration address as he stated, “We can all
make a difference.”

Money was raised through skipping lunches and donating
those funds to the project. Stefaan Dick explained, “We asked
them (students) to come have a spoonful of peanut butter so
they can feel what it's like to be hungry on a very minor scale,
compared to what it’s like for these kids in Africa,”

Madrigal hopes the fundraiser will inspire others to start
their own projects.

lan Johnson eloquently encapsulated the project and ex-
tended a challenge to all of us, “Anybody can make a differ-
ence.”

As a Community we are most proud of each of those who
took this vision from a passionate idea to a reality. You have ac-
complished your goal in making a difference not only in Africa,
but in your own hometown!

TEEN CENTER TIMES

“Peanut Butter Kids” Saves Lives in Africa

Introducing New Staff Member:
Harrison Hood, Mountaneer Extraordinaire

Harrison brings quite a flair to the Teen Center as a result of
his life’s journey. A product of the North Bay, his childhood was
spent frolicking in the hills building tree forts and looking for
adventure. Graduation from
high school started a jour-
ney that was destined to
take him to Canada and
Alaska, which in turned
launched him on a quest to
17 countries climbing to the
top of 4 continents and 6
countries during which he
gathered a host of interna-
tional contacts, including Sir
Edmond Hillary; as well as, a
fondness for the diversity and greatness of the earth.

His adventurous spirit continues to launch him on journeys
of climbing, canyoneering, white water rafting, sea kayaking,
backpacking, and travel which have become passions he loves
to share with others.

He currently teaches climbing at Santa Rosa Junior College,
operates Hood Mountain Adventures a local guide service, facili-
tates challenge courses by request, and teaches rock climbing
and life skills at the Teen Center.

What he has learned through his experiences is; challenge
is crucial but getting to the top is not the goal. It's making it back
home with your friendships intact.

Flowers at the Triangle

Collaborating to Make a Difference
0y 5

If you enjoy
the beauty of
= Drilliant red

s and orange
poppies
blooming in
all of their
. glory, take a
.| trip to the
intersection
of Deer Park
and Sanitar-
ium Road,
and bask in the experience. As a result of the inspiration
of Dick Maher and his care of the highway between
Highway 29 and Silverado Trail for many years, Kids
Against . .

. - BE—
Trash q.m Wx Ia 4
was - :

formed _—
and road-
side
beautifi-
cation

ex-
panded.
Angwin
Commu-
nity Teen
Center
and Foot-
hill Elementary School joined forces with KATS and with
"a little” help from above, "Walah.” Thank you Dick Maher,
Lief Nashed, Tom Amato, Mark Pacini, and Foothill Ele-
mentary School teacher Brian Henry and his students:
Wyatt, Katie, Kyler, and Ryan.




VOLUME 6, ISSUE 1

2009 DONORS-THANK YOU

Individual Donors

Earl & Gail Aagaard

Tom and Karen Amato
Garvin and Nancy Ambrosini
Pat Arrabito

Earle and Irene Baird
Frederick Benson

S.K. and Betty Benson

Kirk Berger

Daniel and Hildet Madrid
Norm Manzer

P. McGaughy and J. Marx
Dan Melligan

Tim and Carleen Mitchell
Phil and Judy Morris
Gilbert and Betty Muth
Irene M. Olkerill

Mark and Tracy Pacini
Gary and Barbara Brown Y
L.J. Patton
Ron and Karen Bunch
. Burton and Carol Pontynen
Dennis and Sara Cakebread . .
Nick and Sophia Poulos
Dorothea Cheek . .
. Darrell and Jill Quirici
CC and Sylvia Church
; . . Monty and Susan Reedy
Jim and Diane Clifton .
. . . Gordon and Cheryl Rick
Richard and Lily Crain .
X Scott and Robin Rose
Lainey Cronk .
. . Jim and Margaret Roy
Wilma Dobias Linda Schulz
Michael and Judith Dunn

Ralph and Charlotte Sherman
Dan and Betty Skeoch

David and Denise Smith

IM, RM ,GM Staples

Rob and Milli Stelling

E. William and Lois Swanson
Larry and Kathy Taylor

Robert and Joann Ensminger
Eugene Erickson

John and Luise Fisher
Suzanne Fjarli

Chuck and Cheryl Fox
Roland Friedrich

PAGE 3

Napa Valley Coffee Roasting Company Hosts Teen
Center Reception

We would like to ex-
press sincere apprecia-
tion to Doug, Nancy,
Brooke, Charlie and
Ben of the Roastery for
hosting our April fund- |
raising reception, and
all of our gracious sup-
porters.

As our Mobile Art Cen-
ter displayed youth art
projects, other students
surrounded by their
peers created sand art
and Lavender Sachets
with our art specialist
Edee Torossian while donors observed and socialized with hors d'oeuvre
prepared by event coordinator and Community Partnership Project Chair
Tami McDonald and coffee pro-

Art and Cheri Goulard . vided by the Roastery. Other high- &
Vera Trinchero Torres ] R
John and Nancy Hallman lights of the evening was the me-
Beau Van Deren . " .
Lester Hardy - lodious Hawaiian music per-
Robert and Kerri H Rachel Wallin X
obert and Kerri Haven Alex Young formed by Earl Britos and Jerry

Curtis and Jillian Helmer

Rick Henry

Scot and Wendy Hopgood
Loueva Jacobs

Reinhart and Edith Jarschke
Reverdy Johnson

Richard and Marilyn Klingbeil

Business Donors

Angwin Community Council
Angwin Community Service
Britton Tree Services, Inc.
Community Foundation of NV
Howell Mountain School
Lamborn Family Vineyards

Nancy Lecourt Hmo ] local ¢
T;I: ie:cou Mike’s Aero or foundation of the winner's

. PUC Church i i
Jay and Karen Lewis Priost C(l)lrl;ztmction choice. A wonderful time was
Kellie Lind had by all.

Sterling’s Rose Haven

"Kani" Gillgren of Manaleo; and
our drawing where two thirds of
the profits collected would benefit
the Angwin Community Teen
Center’s operating needs and out-
reach projects and one-third
would be given to the local charity

Introducing: Kupuna Noe, True Humanitarian and Expert Culinary Specialist

Kupuna Noe entered our lives at
the Teen Center seeking a
venue to share his skills, .
talents, passion, and love  §
for the world around him.
His expression of energy
has touched every aspect
of the Center from his
“world famous rice, beans,
and humus” to the tran-
quility that he projects
within the Center through
his presence, the plants he
facilitated providing life
and beauty, and the pond
that lightens the air with
the sound of the flow of running wa-
ter.

His magnetic presence is quite
apparent as demonstrated by his abil-
ity to draw our kids whether provid-
ing delicious nutritional food or knit-
ting caps in a corner.

Noe brings with him an experience
and understanding of the
- elements of a very difficult
i i - childhood and the pieces
'. i = that make the difference in
. the life of a child. His
greatest mentor, his grand-
g mother Inez, spoke little
¥/ but graciously showered
4 him with kindness-the ele-
=, ment that provided
~ warmth, love, and built his
- character.
Words and phrases that
represent Noe are account-
ability, gratitude, paying
attention to the earth and the Divine
Calling of Life, along with his philosophy
that like gold "life tests," refinement by
fire and challenges bring about purity
and wholeness into our lives.
Noe also caters his delicious culinary
treats. Contact kupuna@ymail.com.

Minding the Heart
of the Mind

Excerpts from Kupuna Noe

Mind as a Verb - a word that characteristi-
cally is the grammatical center of a predicate
and expresses an act, occurrence, or mode of
being. Itis a voice, mood, or aspect, and has a
full descriptive meaning and characterizing
quality. Synonyms include: remember, remind,
enjoy, behold, discern, contemplate, propose,
comply, beware, care, consider, think, attend
and observe.

Mind as a Noun - a brain, intellect, con-
sciousness, faculty, will, inclination, disposition,
temperament, reason, sanity, conviction, hu-
mor, notice, attention and observation.

How we melt these two parts of speech
together has significant implications in the life
of a child.

Our success occurs when we look deeply
and learn to tenderly mind the Heart of a
child’s mind.
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THE PERFECT STORM

Most of you know of the movie the Perfect Storm —inita
fishing crew found themselves blessed with a full catch as multi-
ple violent storms hit them with gale force. Throughout the
Jjourney they ignored the danger signs until it was too late. They
eventually reached a point of no return and paid the price with
their lives. The question today is, are our children facing the
same scenario without their ability to choose? Are they paying
the price for decisions that politicians, administrators, and other
influential people have made regardless of apparent misunder-
standings and disregard for child readiness, brain function, abili-
ties, and human behavior? Decisions that create a survival of the
fittest environment where the strong succeed and the weak
wither and die.

Look around. Do you see kids that have a positive attitude,
excited about life, and yearning to learn? Do you see kids with
characteristics of assurance, self worth, motivation to take on the
challenges before them, and inspired to make a difference in the
world around them? Or do you see Kids crying out as displayed
— through their language, atti-
~ | tude, values, choices, behav-

ior, art, and music.
Are the Systems that we
s SR - have created for our kids
working or not? Are we men-

o

Bre 22N :
b 0 A toring leaders that we would
s 3 tag, % < @ want to follow, who share

our hopes, dreams, and val-
ues? Are our families, schools
and communities truly prepar-

- WILL OUR CHILDREN SURVIVE?
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ing and building our chil-
dren to dream dreams, at-
tain them, and overcome the

challenges before them? '

At one time America
was motivated by God, fam-
ily, friendships, values and
principle. What is our moti-
vation today? At one time
parents had the time to pass
on values to their children,
extended family surrounded children with love and care,
schooils focused on children rather than subject matter, and
the Village loved, cherished, and mentored us with account-
ability and discipline as expectations.

CAN YOU VISUALIZE THE “PERFECT STORM” WITH OUR
KIDS POWERING UP A TIDAL WAVE WITH THE FORCE OF
THE WAVE CURLING TO CRUSH THEM?

If we know that our kids are in certain peril, what can we
do? But even more important what will we do? | look for the
day when “No child left behind” is replaced by “EVERY CHILD
SHALL SUCCEED.” How about “Your Child” is “My Child” and |
am committed to bring out their gifts and abilities. How about |
will guarantee a greater success for your child?

If we do not revise our “Systems” to adequately meet the
true needs of our kids, a day of reckoning will be upon us be-
fore we know it. A wave is building of unprecedented magni-
tude.  Itis our move. What will it be?

Contact us to be involved: amatomp@comcast.net




